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too, came to me with the added weight of suggestions of friendship. But
I have to regret that, under existing circumstances, I cannot feel at liberty
to yield a conformity to them. My course, in reference to the subjects to
which you allude, was originally directed by considerations, oyer some of
which I had no power of control, and others had relation to the situation
of friends, and to what I believed was due to public sentiment. The expres-
sions of personal disinclination to the office of United States Senator were
sincere, and, from the delicacy of my position last year, were called for, and
openly and repeatedly made. Indeed, it became necessary for me to say
that I should absolutely decline the place, if offered to me. I have since
believed and am now confirmed in the opinion (Mr. Mils being out of the
question) that the transfer to which you object should be made. In the
expression of this sentiment I have no disguise. If the strength and sup-
port of the Administration are regarded, it should most certainly be done.
To your private interests, it seems to me, it could produce no additional
prejudice. The sacrifice of business and of domestic duties and enjoyments
is no greater in the one place than the other. To the Administration,
this arrangement must be all-important. I consider the deficiency of
power in the Senate as the weak point in the citadel, the breach already
made in the walls. The force should there be immediately strengthened.
Ko individual should be placed there who was not -now in armor for the
conflict; who understood the proper mode of resistance, who personally
knew, and had measured strength with the opposition, who was familiar
with the political interests and foreign relations of the country, with the
course of policy of the Administration, and who would be prepared, at
once, to meet and decide upon the character of measures which should be
proposed. This, I undertake to say, no nonce in the national council
could do. At least, I would not promise to attempt it. I feel deeply that
I could not do it successfully. I should disappoint the expectations of my
friends, and do injustice to the little reputation I might otherwise hope to
enjoy. There is no affectation of humility in this, and, under such impres-
sions, I cannot suffer myself to be thought of in a manner which may make me
responsible for great mischief in defeating the chance of a better selection.

" As to the objection which I have heard urged from your present situa-
tion in the House, it has force, but is yet susceptible of a satisfactory an-
swer. Even from the Senate that influence would continue to be felt indi-
rectly where it has heretofore been effectually exercised. It could not but be
selfish, I had almost said cowardly, in the host which will remain, to the
side of the Administration in the popular branch, to avoid that respon-
sibility which their numbers, and I am well persuaded their talents, will
enable them triumphantly to meet.

" But I have already written more and with greater haste than I should.
I have to repeat that I beg not to be considered a candidate for the sta-
tion, to which, I feel, that the best and kindest motives of friends would
assign me, but which I venture to assure them, upon such explanation as I
might more fully offer, they would excuse me this time for declining.. la